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Dear 4-H Families:
As advisors and clubs start to plan for the 2021 4-H program year, we are reminded
of the guidelines set forth by The Ohio State University for the health and safety of
our members and advisors. 4-H plays under the umbrella of OSU and as members
and volunteers we must play by the rules. It can get a little confusing navigating
these guidelines when we mix in the fair. As explained in previous newsletters,
there is a difference between 4-H and Junior Fair. 4-H falls under the umbrella of
OSU (my employer). Junior fair falls under the umbrella of Senior Fair. 4-H is the
“learning part” of club meetings, community service, and fundraisers. Once
members complete the “learning par or 4-H” then they become a Junior Fair
participant. When 4-H members and volunteers participate in Junior Fair animal
activities, they follow guidance from these local partners, as Ag Societies have the
responsibility for the Junior Fair.
I bring this up once again because it plays a role in what can happen and can’t
happen this year. We may be able to hold Junior Fair Board meetings in person but
not camp counselor trainings. This can seem like a mixed message to some people.
But in my role with Extension and fair the funding and power comes for different
places.
Key points for 2020-2021 that have been shared from Ohio 4-H as August 31:
•
•
•

Congratulations to
our Thank You
Contest Winners:
Ava Evers
Anthony Evers
Caden Tuente
Peyton Hess
Lauren Hartings
John Hartings
Maddie Jacobs
Caitlin Cramer
Riley Lefeld
Hope Mann

•
•

Hosting virtual meetings and events is preferred.
If activities/meetings are critical/essential and are in-person, they must be
education-focused.
Regardless of meetings being held inside or outside, clubs are limited to 50 total
people (members, advisors and parents combined) and everyone must be in a
mask.
Club fundraisers are under restrictions at this time and need to be approved
by the Extension Office. Due to this, you may see club dues increased or
change this year.
Club community service events may be modified to encourage individual
participation, rather than group, to encourage social distancing.

For more detailed information, visit https://ohio4h.org/families/stay-connected.

Mercer County Junior Fair Board
Older teens – are you curious how the fair works
behind the scenes? Want to help make important
decisions about the fair and help prepare for shows?
Come join us at the Junior Fair Board!
Applications are now available for the 2021 Mercer
County Junior Fair Board. Applicants must be at least
14 years old as of 01/01/2021 to apply.
New this year – applications are available online only
at the following link:

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5o6
DjNvd5K3Tqxn
Looking for a simple way to keep your kids engaged
in various 4-H topics? Take home "Craftivities" might
be perfect for your child! A new craftivity will be
released at the beginning of each month via Facebook
and email. Check them out!
4-H Online Enrollment
Online 4-H enrollment for families will look a little
different this year. Please don’t attempt to enroll your
child(ren) until you receive instruction from us to do so.
Thank you!
Membership Award Update
Thanks to those that completed the membership
award survey that was sent out back in
September. The 4-H Committee reviewed the results
and reflected on the financial cost. It has been
decided to award Senior 4-H Members with a special
gift only effective this program year. If members or
clubs would still like the yearly awards - those items
can be purchased directly online from 4-H Mall. The
2020 Seniors will receive their award from their
advisor later this fall. The 2021 seniors will be
awarded this gift at the new Senior Recognition event
during the fair.

Previous board members will notice the application is
formatted differently this year. First year members
must get an electronic reference form completed by
their 4-H advisor. Deadline to apply is Friday,
November 6, 2020.
Typically, the Junior Fair Board meets once a month
on the first Tuesday. Meeting dates will be released
by the end of November, and the first meeting will be
held in December.
2021 Ohio 4-H Family Guide
The 2021 Ohio 4-H Family Guide is now available!
It is a way to view the collection of project books
for the year. The guide is available here at this link https://ohio4h.org/familyguide

Jr. Fair Beef Weigh In
Beef Weigh In/Identification will take place on December 4th and 5th at the
Fairgrounds. More information will be mailed directly to current beef exhibitors
via mail in the coming weeks.

Camp Counselor Applications
Applications for Camp Counselors are not ready at this time. Members
should be on the lookout for applications starting the end of November.
New and returning counselors will need to apply. The age requirement
to apply for counselor or counselor in training (CIT) is that the member
must be 14 years old by June 1, 2021.
New Ohio 4-H Projects in 2021

Recycling Class
Did you know that the Mercer County Extension
Office and the Mercer County Sanitary Department
have teamed up to offer solid waste management
presentations free of charge to Mercer county
schools? Beth Guggenbiller and Erica Stammen will
enjoy seeing our 4-H members in the schools this
fall!

Check out these new projects for 2021!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medicine Science and Safety
Tracking Your Health and Fitness
Amateur Radio Idea Starter
Get Started with Composting Idea Starter
Paddle Water Sports Idea Starter
Here, There, Ag Careers Everywhere
Explore the Poles
Edible Landscapes

Flashback to Fair fun!

